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Travelers’ tales became a vital part of an evolvimgerial narrative during the Great
Game, the nineteenth century rivalry between Brigaid Russia Brimming with
adventure, exotic landscapes and peoples in théidre of Central Asia, travelers’
tales also made empire and imperialism fandiliara growing reading public. Travel
literature was in this way useful for the impepabject because “it enabled a larger
understanding of social and racial difference wim@de European government in
colonized territories appropriate and natufalfavelers’ tales were not only
entertaining; they also communicated knowledgeuldef playing the Great Game

and for imperial expansion.
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During the early years of the Great Game most keasdnad “specific business to
transact” and were subsidized by the governm&uientific surveys, descriptions of
steppe borderlands, and the mapping of physicataldral geographies were all
“essential to the expansion and preservation ofiegipaccording to Arash Khazeni.
Military travelers in Central Asia played varioudas. Russian general staff officers
served as geographers, statisticians, and recaamais experts.British officers
collecting data, suggests R.A. Johnson, “had rganded themselves as covert
agents, engaged on clandestine missions, butagis and gentlemef.As a

result, many of the classic travelers’ tales fadiasly combined military, political,
and scientific functions. There were also later-daiyers and journalists, in fact a
“virtual stampede” of travelerswho explored the fast-disappearing frontiers of
Eurasia. With the construction of the Transcasplaifroad (1879-1898) more female
voices added complexity and ambivalence to an irapearrative. Nevertheless, the

Great Game remained for the most part a mascutiperial project.

Travel books found a keen audience. In England fileen1860s “adventure/travel
accounts by pro-imperialist writers were highly plaw among a reading audience
which was expanding beyond class boundaries freari8%0s onwards.” When
Alexander Burnes, a lieutenant of the East Indienfany’s Bombay army, returned
to London in late 1833 “he became the most celedrgpung man in the city and, for
a time, Britain’s most widely discussed and celsgtdraveler.” The next year, his
multi-volumeTravels into Bokhardwas virtually sold out on publication daye

wrote of his travels across “fabled lands” from tweth of India, through
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Afghanistan, to Bokhara and Persia and back talridis life of daring-do was cut
short in 1841 when he was killed during the rebalin Kabul against the Britis
but not before he wrote another book on his wagabul!* In Russia, too, explorers
were laudedRussia’s dashing “first Explorer of Inner Asia, dltenant-Colonel
Nikolai M. Przhevalsky, won popular acclaim in tméd-1870s after a three-year
expedition through Inner Asia. His story of the edjpion, published a year later,
became a best-sell&r. Fred Burnaby'Ride To Khiva(1875), published at the apex
of Russian expansion into Central Asia, went throomyltiple editions and made him

a popular herd?

British and Russian geographical societies spods@epeditions that had both
scientific and intelligence-gathering aims. Przliskya was given a wide brief when
he surveyed Central Asia (1867-9). To the Russi@og@phical Society, which
financed his endeavors, his mission was undersasadbth scientific and concerned
with “interests of state.” As Bower puts it, “geaghers were placing their tools in
the service of empiras well as in the cause of international scienBezhevalsky,

praised for his “scientific dedication,” was usetol both projects. In the famous
statue of Przhevalsky he is dressed in his unifavirich “remained an inextricable
part of his reputation** In 1872-73, the Royal Geographical Society of Lamd

presided over by former political agent of tast India Company, Major-General Sir
Henry C. Rawlinsor’ claimed the same importance for geography in thiésB

empire. Following Rawlinson’s paper on the geojmditof the Khivan khanate, Sir

Rutherford Alcock pointed to the “important part ialin geography played in the
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political drama that was going on in Central Asigdr from being a mere “dilettante

pursuit,” geography had “an important bearing upational interests*®

For Russia’s General-Lieutenant Aleksei lvanovicakigheev, the logistical and
military focus of his surveys was even more expliti the mid-1840s Maksheev
graduated from the Imperial General Staff Acaderhgre he studied geography and
the new subject of military statistics. Puttingdiny into practice, he then went on an
expedition sponsored by the Imperial Russian GeatgaSociety to survey the areas
around the Caspian and Aral seas and the Syr Blafixperiencing the challenges of
Russia’s frontiers, Maksheev became an advoca®iséia’s civilizing mission. In
1896 his painstaking survey of the best and woitstamy routes through the Kirgiz
Steppes and Turkestan’s extremities was publisbethpmously. As the survey

explains:

The difficulty of the military expedition to Khivayith the goal of conquest of
the khanate, involved not only the power of theeadary, but overcoming the
obstacles for movement presented by nature itseliefore all else, one had
to pay attention to physical data of the expansspate
(prostranstv...between the Russian frontier, through this spaodhe
borders of the khanat&.

This concern with space, knowledge and power wais lintted to surveyors,
explorers, and military men. Willard Sunderland miains that Russia’s ruling elite
was SO “space-conscious” by the nineteenth centhgt “Russian territorial

consciousness and Russian national consciousneambaleeply intertwined?
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As Kipling’s novelKim illustrates, surveys and surveyors became key dage
gathering knowledge of Asian expanses during theaGBame. Central Asia was
now traversed by travelers toting compasses. Anmiggther duties, Lieutenant
Alexander Burnes was tasked with surveying andegat) intelligence. On his visit
to Bukhara in the early 1830s, he was summoned tudience with an elderly
vizier, the Koosh Begee, who interrogated Burnesvie hours. Knowing that his
luggage would likely be searched, Burnes prudeattyuainted the minister with the
matter of his sextant, which, he claimed, was fsesving “the stars and other
heavenly bodies?® A few days later, the Vizier asked if Burnes ntighve “any
curiosity to exhibit to him either of India or myva country.” Despite the possibility
that it might arouse suspiciogjrnes thought that the “all-curious Vizier miglg b
gratified by the sight of a patent compass, walgiasses, screws, and reflectors.”
Seeing the old man’s fascination, Burnes made septeof the compass, which
“would enable [the Vizier] to point to the holy Meg....” After this diplomatic
gesture, Burnes enjoyed the Koosh Begee’s fultegtmn and could visit “all parts
of the city.” However, as he laments, “Thus feleasf my [two] compasses.” But
spying by means of measuring city walls, as theisimus Uzbek residents surmised
he was doing, was not the only way: “they havedeaiof the value of
conversation?! “Asiatics” were also employed by the British farrgeying. A

Turki- and Persian-speaking “former employee of[Brtish] Survey” known as “the
Mirza” was sent to survey the route between Kabdl léashgar. Departing a still
unsettled Kabul in October 1868, the Mirza’s jayr because of dangerous terrain
and rebellious servants -- took two years to acdsimpBut the greatest danger for
the Mirza was that an official might find his consgathus condemning him to be

punished as a spy.

During the nineteenth century Russia’s rapid exipemist Central Asia fueled British
fears that Russia also had its eyes on India. Rgssonquests started with the
gradual acquisition of most of Kazakhstan in theqae1730-1848 and accelerated

during 1864-1884, the period of the New Impermliwhen the European Great
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Powers were anxious to gain strategic positionskets, and resources around the
globe. Russia captured Kokand and Tashkent (1&i&hara (1868); the region of
Khwarazm and its dazzling city, Khiva (1873); Arltén (1876); Geok-Tepe (1881)
and Merv (1884%> With the fall of Merv, the last sphere of Britipblitical influence

was eliminated from Central Asfa.

In the context of the Great Game, the most hilariadventure tale was Fred
Burnaby’sRide to KhivaA British army officer on leave, Burnaby decidedset out
toward Khiva in mid-winter 1875 because St Petengimad just ordered that ‘no
foreigner was to be allowed to travel in RussiaiaAsS Not only did hisRideafford
Britain a closer view of Russia’s recent expansiinan Akilli also maintains that in
the 1870s “this vein of travel writing also functed as a channel of propaganda for
pro-imperialist political views2® Burnaby portrays the Russian government as
despotic and a potentially dangerous adversaryitdiB's empire in Asi&’ “It was
really very extraordinary,” says Burnaby,” to s@svimuch interest this paternal
government in St. Petersburg took in my movemefitii’Kasala he meets a former
Guards officer whose description of the dull litetze local fort convinced Burnaby
that “Nothing would be so popular with the officémsCentral Asia... as a war with
England about India®® But it was the many exiles in Siberia and theisenable
loved-ones that most disturbed the self-proclaiRadsophobe. “Such are the
delights of living in a country where a despotionicof government prevails. Such is
the civilization which certain people in Englan@ &ager to see forced upon the

inhabitants of Central Asia”
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At the same time, thRide to Khivasubtly suggests that bringing “civilization” toeth
natives of Central Asia was going to be a challeAgeach stop Burnaby discovered
that there were few horses, camels or experiendeers to be found. At Orenburg
the head waiter at his lodging eventually foundréat to be Burnaby’s driver. But
Burnaby discovered that, before they could sefafKhiva, the tartar required two
months wages in advance to support his “aged motirrnaby, delighted to hire
this “prodigy” of “filial affection,” gave him thenoney. But when morning dawned,
“no man arrived.” The head waiter, duly summonaduires of Burnaby:

“Perhaps, one of noble birth, you gave him someeydh“Yes,” was my
reply, “for his bedridden mother.” ... tears pourexdva the fellow’s face as
he became convulsed with laughter. “Oh! The cunpiggon!” and the head
waiter left the room evidently much delighted a thay | had been taken in

by his countryman®

For Burnaby and the bemused reader, this encobateeen British civility and
Asian craftiness becomes emblematic of his jouarayWestern attitudes toward
Central Asia. But after a few more bumbling incitfeBurnaby was at last on his

way to Khiva.

Travel to Khiva in the nineteenth century was filgugith peril, not only because of
the extremes of climate and landscape, but alsausecof the slave trade that
connected the steppes to Persia, Turkey and Ri&sgiaevalsky complained bitterly
that “our drivers always kept watch at night wtireveling through this country,
because they said that all its inhabitants wergthatest thieves’? In 1869, at the
same time as Przhevalsky was exploring Central, Als&Mirza, on his way to

Khiva, condemned the mayhem that raiding and stpeteated “The country
generally between Cabul and the Oxus appearsitodeery lawless state; slavery is
as rife as ever.... A slave girl is valued at fromrfoorses of more, according to her

looks..; men are, however, almost always exchanged fos.tf3d he Russian
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government spent much effort retrieving its citik@&om slavery,negotiating with
Turkey and other neighbors and, according to @ffidietoric, trying to eradicate the
trade by conquering Bukhara and Khiva, both infasiimu their slave markets.
Lieutenant Burnes visited the Saturday morningestaazaar of Bokhara and reported
that the “Uzbeks manage all their affairs by meafrdaves, who are chiefly brought
from Persia by the Toorkmund*” And it was Merv's “Tekke Turkmans,” according
to Perowne, who had the most “evil” reputationadd and cruel and fierce” raiders

and warriors”>

Female travelers were for the most part excludewh fihe male preserve of the
“Great Gamé?® Unlike Ella Maillart, who explored Asia “solo” iduring the 1930s,
most women who wrote travelers’ tales during thea&Game were not normally
traveling as explorersgientists, or writers in their own right, but aogmanying
husbands in the military, civil service or scieigtjprofessions. Even geography was
considered “gendered knowledge.” British geogragltsocieties generally barred
women from giving addresses in person and adamapfigsed female attendance at

meetings for fear that they might descend into &aerpleasure society.”

But there were exceptions, such as the plucky Aaendeakin, fellow of the Royal
Anthropological Institute of Britain. In a gamea#t and mouse, she traveled with her
brother to the oasis towns of the Silk Road, a&lhile avoiding Russian

authoritie$® because the siblings lacked the required permitritering Russian
Central Asia. “You have been playing the game offlremarked Lord Curzon

when Annette’s brother later told him the stdtyMeaken visited Central Asia twice,
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in 1897 and 1902, in the wave of “casual’ traveteet descended after the

Transcaspian Railway was built.

Meakin studied the lives of women in Central Asighvepen-mindedness and
finesse, a contrast to the ill-informed views sames passed on to her by Russian
settlers’® Meakin notes that Sir Richard Burton, “in desariphis pilgrimage to
Mecca, speaks of the baseless but world-wide cajumirich declares that Islam
recognizes no soul in, and consequently no futorretfie female sex.” Nevertheless,
she says, “the erroneous idea about Mohammed'soopai women exists to this day
in the minds of many of the Russian settlers irk&stan.*' Careless settlers and
travelers in this way contributed to an Orientdlsstlf-confirming” discourse, part of
the “catalogue of Western prejudices about andepissentations of ... Muslim&?”
Mistaken or prejudiced views (as several tales Milstrate) served to confirm the

lack of civilization within Oriental society anddtilighted the benefits that “Western

civilization could bring.

Contesting these and other stereotypes, Meakimsreence was that Muslim women
in oasis towns were industrious, creative, ofterdite, and lived in comfortable
rooms** A woman had recourse to divorfealthough this was difficult “without the
consent of her husban®’Nevertheless, women'’s lives were circumscribeé: on
woman she visited had read about the world, butoadbeen in the street since her
marriage.*® After talking with a woman who had been to Meddaakin pondered
the contradictions of Islam: “It is strange thatilwfa woman may go all the way to
Mecca to pray, she is not permitted to join in @oplic worship [in Turkestan], but

must carry out all the prescribed rules or devoiipher own house?*

40 Noah Tucker, “Into Russian Turkistan, 1872-1%iglish Travel Literature and
the Creation of the Russian Orient,” 4, 10-iittp://www.registan.net/wp-
content/uploads/2007/03/Into%20Russian%20T urkiptin.

41 Annette M. B. Meakin|n Russian Turkestar3.

2 Talal Asad English Historical Reviey876 (1980): 648, quoted in Gyan Prakash,
“Orientalism Now,"History and Theorg4 (1995): 204.

43 Meakin, In Russian Turkestar2, 87, 90, 107, 111.

44 Tucker, “Into Russian Turkistan.”

4% Meakin, In Russian Turkestan43-44.

46 Meakin, In Russian TurkestaB89.

47 Meakin, In Russian Turkestair3.




10

On her journey Meakin became acquainted with “Rarsfiends” and Central Asian
“ladies” with whom she could visit in their housés this sense, suggests Ghose,
“women’s ability to enter the private realm of ti@rem or zenana made their
accounts of this female space both less fancifdlraare marketable than those of
their male counterpart$® When Meakin returned to Merv, she was cheerdimtb

an invitation to a Turkoman wedding. She drovetouhe bride’s village and saw “a
settlement of beehives full of excited women.” Mi@akas invited in to one of the
kibitkasto join in the wedding feast: platesmfau, nuts, sweets, fruit, and tea -- with
sugar to be eaten separately. Soon carts (noeasitrgly taking the place of camels)

began to come and go and one drove up to fetcbritie.

We saw the mother step forward to receive the ghathad to be paid for
her. Three women then rushed into kitstka and soon reappeared carrying
what looked like a large silk-covered bolster salgggfor a double bed. They
bundled it into the cart, in a horizontal positidimat was the bride! Two
women jumped in beside her and off she went; itcaut from the men soon
stopped the cart. | now heard that as only halfitbeey had been paid she
could not proceed. Then a man from the crowd st&pjpeto the mother and
put a silver coin into her hand. She looked arit] being apparently satisfied,
let the cart go on. | was then told that the brdest return to her parents after

twenty days, as not all the money had yet been“Jaid

Women also inscribed their own stories into theenmdist narrative. Lady Florentia
Sale described the horrors of the retreat of thiésBroccupying force from Kabul in
1842, forced out by an Afghan rebellion, lead bypAkKhan, son of Dost
Mohammad, whom the British had deposed in 18381 Qanuary 1842, Brigadier
William Elphinstone capitulated and soon the Bhitstarted their retreat from Kabul
to Jelalabad. Troops, officers’ wives, servants, @amp followers clogged the
mountainous, snow-covered roads from Kabul, makiegn easy targets for the
Afghan rebels. Each day of the march was charaei iy fatally slow progress, lack

of leadership, confusion, maddening hunger andttHireezing cold, and lack of

48 Behdad, “Review ofVomen Travelers523.
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ammunition. In the manner of daily military repoitady Sale described the
catastrophic retreat, but only fleetingly revealgstress on her own account: that she
and her son were wounded; that her daughter’s hdsha. Sturt had been killed, that
she hoped, in vain, for her husband to abandosi¢iye of Jallalabad and come to
their rescue. On 11 January, 1842 Lady Sale andftivers’ wives gave themselves
up as hostages to Akbar Khan, though “overwhelmigll domestic affliction, neither
Mrs Sturt nor | were in a fit state to decide¢’>® The rest of the story was a death
march, with only one British officer and severgb@gs arriving in Jellalabad. Too
late, she realized it had been a mistake for thalized British” to take on faith the

various offers of the Afghans to ensure their safét

Such a rich source for the history of the BritishAisia, written by a women
implicated in the imperialist project, has beenghbject of wildly divergent
analyses. Susan Bassnet, for example, appliesentaiist critique to Lady Sale’s

journal:

In this book, all the familiar stereotypes of tlegion and its peoples recur,
woven into the stark details of the massacre... hadppalling conditions
faced by the few hundred survivors, including L&#je (1 had fortunately
only one ball in my arm).... As the British presemténdia grew in
importance..another dimension was added to the history of Eranp
fantasies about Central Asia. For the British ididnand for the Russians in
the nineteenth century, the Central Asian regioaskead the frontier between

civilization and barbarisf

But there is other way of looking at Lady Sale’penience. For Lee Sterrenburg, it is

the reverse side of heroic imperial discourse.

The disastrous retreat from Kabul in Afghanistaeanly 1842 may be taken

as a handy symbol for exceptions that do not fitumwal critical

°0 | ady SaleThe First Afghan Wared. Patrick Macrory (London: Longmans, 1969),
107-09, 162.
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proclamations about British imperial hegemony,uh&ocal sway of imperial
discourse, and the silencing of non-European psopleDown at the
contingent micro-levels of traveling words, thingad organisms, there are
potentially many instances left to explore in thed relationships between

Britain and the rest of the glob&.

Such “fluid relationships” provided a subtle matiax the New Imperialism of the
nineteenth century. Critiquing an over-reliancebmtward Said’s orientalist
approach, Edward J. Lazzarini suggests that it“ti@sinteraction between colonizer
and colonized that shaped (unintended) relatiosgbgphaps more than orientalism
did.”>* In her journal of the Afghan rebellion, Lady Satéaches a glossary of Afghan
words so that the reader can understand her erigsg her time in Kabul, she
forged networks with Kabul residents that keptm@usehold and vast numbers of
servants supplied with food during the Afghan upgs In contrast, Przhevalsky
lacked an interpreter on his expedition, due (lys)s lack of adequate funding by
the Russian Geographical Society. Without an imetgp, his team often lost their
way in China because they could not communicate wilagers and quite literally

could not interpret local culturés.

Lady Sale’s experience of British imperialism, régda horrified but engrossed
audience, was a world away from the variegated lofeCentral Asian women. Here,
where women were often cloistered, male travebarkihg knowledge of local
languages and customs did sometimes indulge iectigres and imaginative
descriptions. In oasis towns such as Bokhara améalliomen were barely seen or
heard by male travelers. On alighting from a tiai@entral Asia, Count Konstantin
K. Pahlen, head of Russia’s Senatorial InvestigatioTurkestan, noticed a few

“grey-clad, mummy-like figures in the crowd, veiledthe eyes and moving furtively

%3 Lee Sterrenburg, “Significant Evidences and thpdrial Archive: Response”
Victorian Studies46 (2004): 283.
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in the wake of their merr® But it was the indoctrination, as he saw it, abmomen

and marriage that most upset Pahlen:

Rules governing the personal life of the individaed set down in texts and
are learnt by heart... The problem of sex is thorbugkplained to boys only
8 years old, who are also taught the rules of mddife, warned of possible
diseases and instructed in preventative and ceratasures in explanations
as detailed as any to be found in...scientific warkis the West. It is at this
stage that the all-prevailing attitude of contefioptwomen is particularly

emphasized’

In the early 1830s, Alexander Burnes describedvwbmmen of Bokhara as conforming

to strict ideas of decorum outside the house:

The ladies of Bokhara stain their teeth quite bldleky braid their hair, and
allow it to hang in tresses down their shouldersiiTdress differs little from
the men: they wear the same pelisses, only thawheleeves, ...are tucked
together and tied behind. In the house even thegsdn huge hessian boots
made of velvet, and highly ornamented. [...] On teachthey wear large
white turbans, but a veil covers the face, and naaloyely countenance is
born to blush unseen. The exhibition of beauty.hese unknown. A man
may shoot his neighbour if he sees him on a balcatgny but a stated

hour>®

By the late 1800s, black teeth were no longer $hifan for young women. And it
seems that women'’s dress had become more puritanidalour, perhaps because of
Western colonial expansion into the region. Amarigaurnalist William Eleroy

Curtis writing in 1911 described the female atir&okhara: “women never leave
their houses except when concealed behind heaek lakls of horsehair falling

from the forehead to the bosom, and loosely wrappstiaw! of silk or cotton, which

cover their heads as well as their bodies. A Bakharoman never allows her face to

%8 pahlenMission, 7.
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be seen by a man, excepting her husband and somstHe time she is 12 years old,

when she puts on a veil forever.”

This was a contrast to the life of the nomadic Kingomen on the steppes. Kirgiz
women were not veiled and Burnaby was rather hediivhen one pretty young
woman, whom he had previously admired, skillfullyt the throat and dismembered a
whole sheep in preparation for the coming dirffiekife in the yurt did not lend

itself, evidently, to female seclusion. AccordilmgRtahlen, the Kirgiz woman “is free
to talk to and deal with strangers” and is suffathg independent-minded that she
“frequently refuses to follow an unloved husbanavtem she has been sold by
father or brother.” The Kirgiz way of life, notesliten, gives Kirgiz
Mohammedanism a distinctive imprint... Neverthelégscould see that the teaching

of the Shariat was slowly spreading throughoutkingiz steppe§.1

Among the Mongols, Captain Frank E Younghusbandhefindian Staff corps, was
impressed by the feistiness of the wife of a chidfp was being escorted back to her
husband by a “party of Kamaks” after being capturea raid. She was “very strong
and robust-looking, and had the whole party unéerthumb....”*? Prshevalsky’s
team reported, with alarm, that adultery was themdJlongol “men have only one
wife, but also concubines... the women are good arstand housewives, but
unfaithful wives.” Przhevalsky also noted the stdwvision of labour: “In the
household the rights of the wife are nearly egoahbose of the husband, but in all the

out-door arrangements...the authority of the memjseme.®

Both British and Russian imperialist narrative\efa have been criticized as
Orientalist and patriarchal. As Meakin discovereayelers and settlers overstated the
misogyny of Islam and Central Asians, and undezdtttie agency of Central Asian

women. “The Orient,” in Edward Said’s view, “wasitimely described as feminine,

%9 William Eleroy Curtis,Turkestan: the heart of As{@lew York: Hodder &
Stoughton, 1911), 101-2.

®0 Burnaby,Ride,232-33

®1 pahlenMission 61.

®2 Frank E. Younghusbani@he Heart of a Continent: A Narrative of Travels in
Manchuria, Across The Gobi Desert, Through The Hiyes, The Pamires, and
Chitral, 1884-1894London: John Murray, 1896), 145.

®3 PrzhevalskyMongolia, 69-72.
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its riches as fertile, its main symbols the sensw@mhan, the harem, and the despotic
— but curiously attractive — ruler.” The more Vigem sexuality was suppressed at
home, the more imperialist ideologies and “fantasieroad” affected the “late 19
century male imaginatiorf* But orientalist fantasy was by no means confiteed
Victorian Britain, as th&lew York Heralgournalist Januarius MacGahan illustrates

in “An Adventure in the Harem.”

In his own dash to Khiva in 1873, MacGahan finakyight up with the General K. P.
von Kaufman'’s victorious army and began to exptbeeinner-sanctum of the khan
of Khiva’'s palace. There he came upon the harehofdtlamoring and weeping
women and children,” guarded by two sentinelshia €haos, he could see through
the gates that “there was one who had remained’tdf@r noble bearing convinced
MacGahan that she must be the “sultana of the h&tMacGahan now determined
to help her in any way he could. At mid-night, meleavored to find an unguarded
entry to the harem. Through pitch-black passagewayslver in hand, he found
himself in a silent “hopeless labyrinth,” but fiaheard the “chattering and
laughing” of female voices. Finding a door, he ¢ked, was admitted, and greeted
with a peal of laughter. “It was she who openexldbor.... She looked at me
intently with her great dark eyes, and only smdealvely when the others laughed.”
Tea was served, and MacGahan asked: “Are the Rissg@d?” “No-no-no“ she
answered, using a “gesture of dislike.” MacGaHhan discovered that after the
“Khan had fled, they had been prevented from legbiy their own servants.” This,
he thought, explained why “the poor things now ledko a stranger for protection.”
MacGahan found his way back to camp, where heséelhd asleep. “The next
morning, when food was sent into the harem fomitsibitants, it was found to be

empty. The women had escapéf!”

If European imperialists “orientalized” and clags=if the peoples of Central Asia,

there was also similar categorizing among Europdansg the Great Game.

64 Edward W. Said, “Orientalism Reconsidere@iltural Critique (Autumn, 1985),
89-107, 103-104.

6 J.A. MacGahanCampaigning on the Oxus and the Fall of Khjizandon: Samson
Low, Marston, Searle & Rivington, 1876), 252.

% MacGahanCampaigning on the Oxpg51-266.
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Britain’s George Curzon, writing in 1889, “considdrthe Russians to be barbafit.”
[ronically, writers such as Arminius Vambery suggéethat this might even make the
Russians “better fitted to undertake the civiliaatof Asia” than the Englisff.In

1865 the Hungarian-born linguist and artful traveldo disguised himself as a
Dervish had even wished Russia well in “the interes civilization” ®° By 1906,
however, Vambery had become an Anglopfliend argued that Russia was clearly
less fit than England as a colonizer, since a riljudeveloped, “politically free
nation ... has nobler ends in view” than a culturalickward, despotic nation which
has “scarcely emerged from infancy.” Whereas “Endlappeared in the modest garb
of a trader” and “never meant to attack the refigsd Hindustan”, Russian conquest
was a “process of absorption,” even annihilatidripoal cultures’* Russia’s elite

saw things differently. In Europe, Russia was seea barbarous kingdom; in Asia,
Russia could be a civilizing influence, bringindightenment, economic
development, and superior technology to a backveard. The Russians, as they
pushed into Turketstan, argued that they wererbasst that the British, claimed to
naturally mix more easily with the natives, and tihey had a civilizing mission.
Pahlen recalled that there had been ‘shocking mapge in India,” while the

“Russian conquest of Turkestan [had] brought abautmmense alleviation in the lot

of the common man. Slavery was abolished...Peaceedigver the land..”?

Travel literature almost always portrayed Centrsigfas lagging behind the civilized
West. Adeeb Khalid argues that Western Europeaan@iiists in the nineteenth
century did not see the essence of the Orientiasply racial, butivilizational.

“Orientals were Oriental because they belongeddiwiazation that had no potential

67 Alexander Morrison, “Russian Rule in Turkestan #mel Example of British India,
c. 1860-1917, The Slavonic and East European Revé\October 2006)671.

®8 Arminius VamberyWestern Culture in Eastern Lands. A comparisomef t
methods adopted by and England and Russia in tddIMEastLondon: John
Murray, 1906), v.

%9 Arminius VamberyTravels in Central Asia; A Journey From Teherandss The
Turkoman Desert on The Eastern Shore of The Cagpihiva, Bokhara and
Samarcand(New York: Harper & Brothers,1865), 492.

0 «Obituary: Arminius Vambéry, The Geographical Journa2 (November 1913),
500-501.

1 vambery,Western Culture249-250, 256-257.

2 pahlenMission, 156-7.
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for historical development® Stephen Graham, for example, found Bokhara
charming and its inhabitants admirable: “the cétyike a magical box full of strange
magicians and singers and toy shop-men and cussofiféut ultimately it was a

land and people that would be left behind: “nothimgves them. The Bokharese have
no ambition; civilization and mechanical progresesndt tempt them. A Russian
motor-car comes bounding over the cobles, whooaimcoughing its alarm signals;

a score of dogs try to set on it and bit it asagges, and the natives sit in the cupboard
shops and laugh’® Innately, the Bokaharese “remained Orient&ls.”

Just as the British exhibited racism and classs@ighin its colonies, Russian travel
writing reveals imperial hautedf Przhevalsky described the people he met on his
journey with relative scorff In Urga, Chinese occupied Mongolia, he is dispagg
of the Lamas there and appalled by the “disgustidgty “ Mongol part of the town
itself. “All the filth is thrown into the streetand the habits of the people are
loathsome.” Witnessing a traditional ‘sky burialitiv“dead bodies ...flung to the
dogs and birds of prey” and its aftermath — theigtb“littered with heaps of bones,
through which packs of dogs prowl, like ghostsseek their daily repast of human
flesh ” -- created an “awful impression” on the Expr.Dirtiness and male
slothfulness are also noted as characteristidseofktongols’’ The local food and
drink virtually everywhere on his journey, from @hito Mongolia, was
“disgusting.”®® Jeff Sahadio points out that “discourses, such dirtiness. served to
racialize the colonial relationshif™” But in the case of Przhevalsky's discourse of
filth and sloth, he also aimed to depict the latkivailization among the peoples of

Central Asia in order to highlight the need for Ra% civilizing influence.

3 Adeeb Khalid, “Russian History and the Debate @aentalism,”Kritika 1
(2000): 696.

4 Stephen GraharThrough Russian Central As{lew York: Macmillan, 1916), 34.
> Graham;Through Russian Central Asia4-36.

® Khalid, “Orientalism,” 696.

" See Morrison, “Russian Rule in Turkestan,” 697.

8 The introduction forewarns the reader that Przlséyais inclined to indulge quite
strongly in contemptuous and inimical judgmentgZHevalsky Mongolia, XXX-XXXxi.
9 PrzhevalskyMongolia 12-13, 51-52, 58-9.

8 przhevalskyMongolia 41-43, 52-53.

81 Jeff Sahadeo, “Visions of Empire: Russia’s Placar Imperial World, Kritika:
Explorations in Russian and Eurasian Histdrdy (Spring, 2010): 386.
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Conclusions

The genre of travel literature quite literally inmfieed the imperialist project and made
it familiar to the reader. Readers, militariesy] @overnments learned from the
knowledge gleaned by travelers and imbibed a nditiqad worldview ®* Readers
also learned that the West was progressive and& étia suitable for colonization.
In the cacophony of pro-imperialist narratives, KBaban was a lonely voice: “Why
talk of civilizing such people?’.The Khivans possess to a remarkable degree the
qualities of honesty, virtue and hospitality —w@$ which our civilization seems to

have a remarkable power of extinguishing amongifiiepeople ®

When travelers during the Great Game began to ex@entral Asia, they wrote of
the slowness of travel, the craftiness of the Ipealples, the lazy lands and people
that the world had left behinBurnaby in 1875 notes that the Russians and Central
Asians alike had a touch of the Spamshinanaand the Russiaravtrain the way

that drivers and guides — who never want to push want to wait until

“tomorrow.”* By the turn of the century, travelers record Hoentral Asia was
changing under the impact of Russian commerce alathization, the influx of
Western travelers, and the encroachments of mdgehnisome cases, travelers such
as Curtis express their profound disappointmengiftinental readers of its romances
should stay away”) in the legendary oasis towns siscBukhara: made up of mud
buildings, with the formerly beautiful blue and wentiles cracked and falling off the
facades of once glorious mosqi@syhere Russian goods have pushed native crafts
from the Bokhara bazaaf$Rather than expressing disappointment, imaginative
travelers such as Count Pahlen tune into the sagidssounds of Central Asia and
lapse into rhapsodic descriptions of the colourglls, and sounds of Central Asia
that might have come from any time in the past $hod years. At Tashkent, at the

beginning of his journey, he noticed the sounds:

...the muezzins were calling from the tops of theanéts, there was the

gentle murmur of water trickling down the irrigatiounnels, and an all-

82 See Burbank, et.al., Russian Empire.

8 MacGahanCampaign on the Oxu63.
84 Burnaby, Ride, 20.

8 Curtis, Turkestan 127-128.

8 Meakin, In Russian Turkesta2g1.
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pervading din of thousands of crickets. ... andulddear the dull rumble of
the heavy two-wheeled arabas and the unmelodidesmiitent braying of
donkeys, ironically dubbed ‘the nightingales of Restan’ for lack of

feathered competitofs.

Pahlen had a profound belief in Russia’s civilizingssion. His tour of Central Asia
in 1908-09 was designed to correct or eliminatectireupt officials who were
subverting this ainf® But in Bokhara, toward the end of hiission,he despairs that
the prisons he has just inspected were “quite impadrble with the civilizing
influence Russia was trying to exert.” In Khivagtigh, Russian merchants helped

run the long-desired oasis towh.

87 pahlenMission, 8.

8 pahlen was well aware of problems. His missiomireg him to gauge the
effectiveness of the Russian colonial administrgtéiscover corruption and abuses,
and initiate criminal prosecutions of “suspicioasranistrators.” S. N. Abashimt.

al., Tsentral’'naia Aziia v sostave Rossiiskoi impé@vlioscow: Novoe Literaturnoe
Obozrenie, 2008), 123-4. Pahlen’s report becamddst source for the study of
Central Asia in the pre-war periodsepoddanneishaia zapiska, soderzhashchaia
glavneishie vyvody otcheta o proizvedennoi po \nashemu poveleniiu senatorom
gofmeisterom grafom K.K. Palenom revizii Turkeskage kraia(St. Petersburg,
1910).
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