
Devastating scenes emerging from 
Kabul’s international airport in mid-
August provide a sharp reminder of the 
four-decade long crisis of displacement 
that has so profoundly impacted 
Afghanistan and given rise to a global 
Afghan diaspora. As the world once 
again contemplates the prospect of mass 
refugee movement, the tension between 
claims of international sympathy for the 
Afghan plight and the reality of closed 
borders is thrown into stark relief. This 
talk will place the current humanitarian 
situation, as it pertains to Afghan 
refugees, in its broader historical context, 
with a focus on the way in which dual 
forces of hospitality and hostility have 
circumscribed Afghan life. 
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Details 
11am - 12pm, Friday 15 October 2021 
Online via Zoom, register at: https://
anu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAvd-
ugpzMpGdzjWVpycV4klKlob3el6BlZ  

Presented by 
Dr Elisabeth Yarbakhsh 

Contact 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies 
(The Middle East and Central Asia) 
Ms Dana Rice 
E — majlis.cais@anu.edu.au  
W — cais.cass.anu.edu.au/events
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MAJLIS 
@ THE ANU
HOSTILE BORDERS: AFGHAN 
REFUGEES AND UNCERTAIN 
HOSPITALITY


