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On the edge of Central
and South Asia, the
Afghan Pamirs conjure
up the impression of an
extraordinarily ‘remote’
borderland. Perhaps the
lasting outcome of their
colonial delineation,

the place continues to

be regarded in terms of
closure despite foreign
interventions -including a
major 1978 outmigration.
The image of endangered
Kyrgyz nomads trapped
on ‘the Roof of the World’
informs action beyond
global headlines. In this
talk, Tobias Marschall
examines the persistence
of these old Great Game
and Silk Road tropes
amidst the extreme
pressures of the 40+
years of war and conflict
that affected even
Afghanistan’s supposedly
remotest corner.
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