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BOOK LAUNCH
More Precious Than Birds
Real Short Stories from the Lebanese Civil War  

Author Chadia Elhage in conversation with Ms Leila 
Kouatly (Arabic Program Convenor, CAIS, the ANU) 

Contact 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies 
E—cais@anu.edu.au
P — (02) 6125 4982
W—cais.cass.anu.edu.au/events

 Introduction by Prof Karima Laachir 
(Director, CAIS, the ANU)

Q&A by Ms Leila Kouatly (Arabic Program 
Convenor, CAIS, the ANU)

Details 
Time: Wednesday 10th May 11:00am-
12:00pm 
Location: Room 1.13 Community Room, 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies, 127 
Ellery Crescent, ANU

Registration required: https://
www.eventbrite.com.au/e/book-
launch-more-precious-than-birds-

tickets-624996249607

 
It’s a collection of short stories during the first two years of the 
Lebanese War 1975- 1978 that had changed the life of many especially 
of those who have lost dear ones and woke up to an imposed migration 
in a desperate attempt to search for safety and security.

April 13th 1975 is a date to be remembered when ordinary Lebanese 
citizens living in Beirut East had to face The 1975 Beirut bus massacre, 
also known as the Ain el-Rammaneh incident and the “Black 
Sunday”,which  was the collective name given to a short series of 
armed clashes involving Phalangist and Palestinian elements in the 
streets of central Beirut, which is commonly presented as the spark 
that set off the Lebanese Civil War in the mid-1970s. 

The writer traces back the life of innocent citizens away from political 
implications and pay tribute to their sacrifices for being the first 
martyrs of an enigmatic endless war. 

Chadia Elhage is a Sydney based Lebanese journalist, writer, and an 
educator, who is passionate about Arabic culture. 
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