
The past provides modern governments 
with a large supply of ideas and images to 
support the claims of national identity. Since 
independence, the authorities in Kazakhstan 
have been working hard to identify and 
promote heroic figures, objects to admire, and 
sites to provoke the memory, all designed to 
further the cause of nationalism.

The talk, based on recent fieldwork, will focus 
on the evolving official narrative of the Axial 
Age for Kazakh ethnogenesis - that is, the 
period when the main characteristics of an 
ethnic community first coalesced in full. 
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Details 
11am, Friday 17th February 2023 
In-person at CAIS Khalifa Bakhit Al-Falasi 
lecture theatre
Online via Zoom, register at: https://anu.zoom.
us/meeting/register/

Presented by 
Associate Professor Kirill Nourzhanov, Centre 
for Arab and Islamic Studies (The Middle East 
and Central Asia), The Australian National 
University 

Contact 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies 
(The Middle East and Central Asia) 
Mr Khalid Al Bostanji 
E — majlis.cais@anu.edu.au  
W — cais.cass.anu.edu.au/events
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MAJLIS 
@ THE ANU
Constructing the Axial Age in 
Kazakhstan: The Twists and Turns in 
the Official Story of Ethnogenesis

https://anu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvdeyopzMoE9QnLg0hZNWLSzu4zbWp9dam
https://anu.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvdeyopzMoE9QnLg0hZNWLSzu4zbWp9dam

