
Providing a security assistance to regional allies, either state or non-state actors, has become 
the centrepiece of Iran’s national security strategy since early 2000s. Tehran has introduced a 
unique approach to security assistance that differs in its objective and delivery models from 
most established models of security assistance. This lecture breaks down key components of 
Iran’s model of security assistance and explains how Iran assists the militaries and militant 
groups in the Middle East. The lecture analyze how Iranian approach to security assistance 
differs from Western practices. In this lecture we explore the resiliency and future of Iran’s 
security assistance across in light of systemic limits and external pressures that Tehran faces.

Dr. Abdolrasool (Farzam) Divsallar is a Senior Researcher at the UN Institute for Disarmament 
Research (UNIDIR) and an Adjunct Professor at the Universita’ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in 
Milan. He is also a non-resident scholar at the Middle East Institute (MEI) in Washington. 
Divsallar’s area of research lies at the intersection of security studies and regional studies. 
Dr. Divsallar’s focus and interests include military strategies in the Persian Gulf, Iran’s military 
and foreign affairs, regional security reform, Middle East non-proliferation issues, Russia-Iran 
relations, and security assistance. He has written and edited eight books, including Struggle 
for Alliance: Russia and Iran in the Era of War in Ukraine (2024), and has published numerous 
peer review journal articles. 

C
R

IC
O

S
 Provider #00120C

Contact 
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies 
E—cais@anu.edu.au
P — (02) 6125 8029
W—cais.cass.anu.edu.au/events

A
N

U
 C

ollege of  
A

rts and S
ocialS

ciences

CAIS Virtual Public Lecture Series  

A COMPARATIVE PERSPECTIVE TO 
IRAN’S SECURITY ASSISTANCE

Details 
5.30-7pm Thursday 13th June 2024 
This is an online only event
Registration: via Humanitix

Dr Abdolrasool Divsallar, Senior Researcher at the UN Institute for Disarmament Research 
(UNIDIR) and an Adjunct Professor at the Universita’ Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan

https://events.humanitix.com/cais-virtual-public-lecture-series-or-a-comparative-perspective-to-iran-s-security-assistance
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