
Culturally and economically decapitated by the Bolsheviks more than a century ago, Tajiks 
today have been left with the poorest of all the former Soviet republics. Richard Foltz, author 
of A History of the Tajiks: Iranians of the East, discusses how neither generations of nationalist 
intellectuals nor the iron-fisted rule of current president Emomali Rahmon have succeeded in 
instilling a cohesive sense of national identity among the Tajik population.

Speaker:
Richard Foltz is a cultural historian of the broader Iranian world whose interests span from the 
Kurds in the west to the Tajiks in the east. He holds a Ph.D. in History and Middle East Studies 
from Harvard University and has taught at Brown, Columbia, and the University of Florida. He is 
currently a Full Professor in the Department of Religions and Cultures at Concordia University 
in Montréal, Canada. His books and articles have been translated into more than a dozen 
languages.
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TAJIK REGIONALISM AND THE FAILURE TO 
BUILD A NATIONAL IDENTITY

Details 
5.00-6.30 PM Thursday, 19 March 2026 
CAIS Meeting Room Rm. 2.06 & Online via Zoom
Registration: via Humanitix

Contact
Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies
E - cais@anu.edu.au
P - (02) 6125 8029
W - cais.cass@anu.edu.au/events

CAIS Public Lecture Series

Richard Foltz, Professor in the Department of Religions and Cultures, Concordia University

https://events.humanitix.com/cais-public-lecture-series-or-tajik-regionalism-and-the-failure-to-build-a-national-identity?_gl=1*equ76d*_gcl_au*MTM3MTA1OTI3NC4xNzU4Njg2MzM2LjQxNjIxNDA0MS4xNzU5OTcwNzUwLjE3NTk5NzA3NDk.*_ga*MTg5MjA1Njc3Mi4xNzMxMzc4OTMz*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*czE3NjQyODM2NTIkbzk5JGcxJHQxNzY0Mjg3MzIxJGoyNiRsMCRoMA..

