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A Master Class and Workshop with CAIS HDR Students and ECRs

Interdisciplinarity: Promoted in
theory, discouraged in practice?

Richard Foltz, Professor in the Department of Religions and Cultures, Concordia University

Australian
National
University
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For decades now “interdisciplinarity” has been a catchword in Western academia. University
administrators have ostensibly encouraged scholars to interact with colleagues across
disciplines. But has this really played out in practice, or has it remained mostly a matter

of lip service? Historian Richard Foltz, whose work draws on linguistics, religious studies,
archaeology, literature, comparative mythology, the arts, and other disciplines, reflects on
his own efforts over four decades to break down academic boundaries.

Speaker:

Richard Foltz is a cultural historian of the broader Iranian world whose interests span from
the Kurds in the west to the Tajiks in the east. He holds a Ph.D. in History and Middle East
Studies from Harvard University and has taught at Brown, Columbia, and the University

of Florida. He is currently a Full Professor in the Department of Religions and Cultures at
Concordia University in Montréal, Canada. His books and articles have been translated into
more than a dozen languages.

Details Contact

1-3 PM Thursday 09 April 2026 Centre for Arab and Islamic Studies
CAIS Meeting Room & Online via Zoom E -cais@anu.edu.au

Registration: via Humanitix P-(02) 6125 8029

W -cais.cass@anu.edu.au/events


https://events.humanitix.com/a-master-class-and-workshop-with-cais-hdr-students-and-ecrs-on-encouraging-interdisciplinarity-reality-or-lip-service?_gl=1*2q22ok*_gcl_au*MTM3MTA1OTI3NC4xNzU4Njg2MzM2LjQxNjIxNDA0MS4xNzU5OTcwNzUwLjE3NTk5NzA3NDk.*_ga*MTg5MjA1Njc3Mi4xNzMxMzc4OTMz*_ga_LHKW5FR9N6*czE3NjQzMDIyOTYkbzEwMSRnMSR0MTc2NDMwMjQ3MCRqMzQkbDAkaDA.

